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COMPUTER DEVICE FOR MANAGING DOCUMENTS IN MULTI-USER MODE 

[0001] The embodiments of the present invention relate[[s]] to the field of document 
management between different users at workstations connected together over a wide area 
network, for example., the Internet. 

[0002] There is a need for an efficient tool to manage composite documents between 
different users. In effect, the technical components of current tools do not enable composite 
documents to be managed in a shared manner with the requisite degree of security. 
[0003] The embodiments of the p resent invention provide [[s]] an advance in this field. 
[0004] The embodiments of the present invention relate[[s]] to a computer system for 
managing composite documents in multi-user mode, including: a document data processing 
tool, a document data display manager, a document user rights manager. 
[0005] According to one characteristic of [[the]] an embodiment of the present invention, 
the processing tool includes: an object model, including a plurality of classes, structured to 
include a content pointer, a level indicator, an access method, a validation method, and a 
validation indicator, a document operator capable of creating and maintaining a document in 
the form of a set of object model class instances, the display manager being arranged to 
enable the joint display of a tree diagram, defined according to level indicators and 
display/input zones with tabs, corresponding to the contents of class instances existing in at 
least part of the tree diagram, the processing tool only authorizing access to a zone according 
to the access rights of the user concerned, as determined by the document user rights 
manager, in the event of access, the processing tool only authorizing validation of a zone 
according to the validation rights of the user concerned, as determined by the document user 
rights manager, the display manager additionally including a first mechanism capable of 
jointly modifying the display of a zone and a corresponding node in the tree diagram 
according to the validation status of the zone, and a second mechanism capable, judging by 
the level indicators, of causing a validated status to rise to a higher level node when all of the 
nodes of one level are validated, whereas, when the head of the tree diagram is validated, the 
processing tool authorizes the signature of the entire document by a user having 
corresponding signature rights. 

[0006] Other characteristics and advantages of the embodiments of the present invention 
will become apparent upon reading the following detailed description together with the 
attached drawings in which: 
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[0007] FIG. 1 illustrates a set of user workstations connected together over a wide area 
network, 

[0008] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the elements of [[the]] an embodiment of the present 
invention, 

[0009] FIG. 3 shows the corresponding classes and instances defining a document in 
[[the]] an embodiment of the invention, 

[0010] FIG. 4 is a table summarizing the roles and rights of a user of the system 
according to [[the]] an embodiment of the present invention, 

[0011] FIG. 5 is a view of the graphical interface offered to the user during utilization of 
the system according to [[the]] an embodiment of the present invention. 
[0012] The drawings essentially contain elements that are certain in character. They will 
therefore serve not only to aid understanding of the description but will also contribute to the 
definition understanding of the embodiments of the present invention as understood by a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. , as the caoo may b e . 

[0013] FIG. 1 depicts three user workstations 1, 2, 3 connected together via a network 6 
that can be a local area network, for example^ an Ethernet network, or a wide area network, 
for example^ the Internet. Workstation 1, respectively workstation 2, is equipped with a 
monitor 12, respectively a monitor 22, a central processing unit 13, respectively a central 
processing unit 23, connected to a USB port and a smart card reader 11, respectively a smart 
card reader 2 1 . Each workstation is more particularly equipped with a microprocessor, a 
working memory (RAM type or any other suitable technology), a programming memory, a 
mass storage device (for example a hard disk), and additional peripheral components. 
[0014] According to [[the]] an embodiment of the present invention, workstation 1 is 
connected to workstation 2 via a server platform backed up and administered from a 
workstation 3. This workstation 3 represents an administration and backup network for the 
platform and a functional administration network for the platform. 
[0015] This server platform 4 includes a first set of servers hosting an application 
available over the network 6 to the users of workstations 1 and 2 according to certain 
conditions. A user equipped with a smart card and a secret code issued by a secure means 
(PKI-public key infrastructure) inserts a smart card into the corresponding reader. The 
server platform will issue the user with a digital certificate on his/her smart card. Thus, a 
user is authenticated vis-a-vis the server platform by means of his/her smart card. This 
system enables a user to be identified in a secure manner on the server platform. 
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[0016] This server platform enables an identified user working at workstation 1 to 

process data in documents saved on this same platform, for example in a secure database, and 

also enables a second identified user working at workstation 2 to access and process some of 

this document data according to certain conditions described below. 

[0017] In a general manner, workstations 1, 2, 3 and the server platform will utilize a 

suitable operating system, for example the Windows 2000.RTM. or XP.RTM. operating 

system. 

[0018] FIG. 2 depicts the different functional units according to [[the]] an embodiment of 
the present invention. These functional units are hosted in servers on the server platform 4 in 
FIG. 1. 

[0019] In the description that follows, a user may belong to groups of users for example. 
A user role is a set of rights defined for that user. The following concepts are used: a 
community corresponds to a set of administrators and users belonging for example to the 
same commercial group and having common rights (or roles) such as the right to view the 
data of all members of the community, a member is a user who can belong to one or more 
communities and have rights (roles) specific to a member, a user can work either in his/her 
private workspace or in a collaborative workspace, for example a member can work with the 
community by moving from his/her private workspace to a collaborative workspace with the 
community. 

[0020] The server platform includes a storage zone 30 comprising in particular an LDAP 
directory 32 and at least one database server 36. The directory defines the set of 
communities. The LDAP directory references, inter alia, the user accounts associated with 
the digital certificate. The LDAP directory also defines different roles for a user, together 
with the associated rights, according to the workspaces in which the user can work. The 
server 36 hosting databases of the relational database type (for example SQL) includes at 
least three databases: two databases 34 for the documents and one database 31 for the 
management of document rights. The database 34 defines at least one first set of tables 33. 
[0021] A first set of related tables defines the role(s) of a user for a given document 
together with the rights associated with the roles. This first set of tables also defines the 
attributes of a document which can include the document type, its attachment to a document 
group, and the type of workspace in which a document is used. 
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[0022] For a user, the roles in the LDAP directory are additional to the roles defined in 
the database 34 for a given document. In another embodiment, the roles associated with the 
workspaces are defined in the relational database. 

[0023] The database 3 1 defines at least one second set of tables. This second set of 
related tables 35 is defined around a table listing documents referred to as specifications. 
This set of related tables enables the composition of a document to be determined. Thus, a 
specification will include, according to a descending hierarchy of levels, a set of chapters, 
each chapter including a set of sections. A series of display zones with tabs can be assigned 
to each level. This set of tables also includes information on the validation of a tabbed 
display zone according to a given user, and on the signing of a specification by a given user. 
[0024] The relational database 34 is linked to a database 3 1 used to store the document 
related data. Interrogation of the relational database 34 initiates a search for the 
corresponding data in the database 3 1 . 

[0025] The server platform 4 includes a rights manager 70. A table management class 
can be utilized by the rights manager. This class can include methods designed to create, edit 
or delete a new Document entry in the first set of tables at the request of an authorized user 
and to assign the corresponding rights for a given workspace and a document group for 
example. There are two types of documents: static and dynamic. A static document group 
defines a set of pre-existing documents. A dynamic document group is self-populating 
according to rules relating to the content of the documents. In other words, the documents 
included in a document group vary dynamically depending on the document contents. The 
rights manager 70 is designed to manage user rights defined for a group of documents and/or 
for a set of users. The rights manager is also capable of looking up the rights of a given user 
to a document in the relational database 34 and in the LDAP directory 32. The rights 
manager 70 instantiates a method of reading the table management class of the first set of 
tables, or a method of reading the role(s) of a given user, or a method of reading the rights of 
a given user to a document. The roles and/or rights of a user for a document are also 
determined from the attachment to a document group and for a given space. 
[0026] In addition, at the request of an authorized administrator, the rights manager can 
also modify the information in the LDAP directory 32. Thus, the rights manager 70 will be 
authorized to add/delete a workspace (for example a private space or a collaborative space), 
create new rights or delete rights, and any other action based on the methods of a class 
enabling the information in the LDAP directory to be administered. 
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[0027] This rights manager 70 is linked to a processing unit 40 capable of processing 
document data. This processing unit includes an object model including a plurality of classes 
42 and a document operator 41 capable of creating, on request by an authorized user, and 
maintaining a document in the form of a series of object model class instances 43. The object 
model is more particularly detailed in FIG. 3. Thus, classes 42 are used to define a document 
model 44 and methods 45 according to user rights determined by the rights manager 70. The 
document operator 41 is used to obtain by instantiation of the document model 44, a 
document defined as a specification 43 and whose data is stored in the database 34. 
[0028] The methods 45 include for example a document access method and a document 
validation method. As described in detail below, these methods 45 can only be used by a 
given user subject to authorization by the processing unit according to the user's rights for 
this document. The server platform 4 also includes a display manager 50 designed to work in 
conjunction with the processing unit 40 and the storage zone 30 and with a display device 60 
accessible to the user. 

[0029] Once created, the class instances defining a document will be modified by the user 
as author or editor, these roles being defined below in FIG. 4, and the data will be saved in 
the storage zone at each modification, for example dynamically. 

[0030] It will be useful to detail the different roles and rights that a user can have for a 
document. 

[0031] This is detailed in particular in FIG. 4. Thus, the Table T is a table with two 
inputs: the rights of a user are specified in the table columns, and the roles of a user are 
indicated in the table rows. Thus, a role is defined as a set of rights, and each row of the table 
includes a series of markers shown as squares indicating the rights in the columns associated 
with a role corresponding to one of the rows. 

[0032] In this example embodiment, the user's rights include the right to display, print, 
search, preview, create, duplicate, delete, export (for example to a spreadsheet), write, 
validate, discuss, publish, sign, and derogate, all in relation to a given document. Other rights 
in this case include the right to revise a subset, such as a specification, to make custom 
settings, in particular for a batch folder, and to export to a spreadsheet or to other 
applications. 

[0033] User roles include the roles of reader, author, editor, publisher, contributor, 
signatory, and exporter to an application, all in relation to a given document. 
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[0034] Other rights and roles can be added as needed by a central administrator with the 
right to modify the roles and rights assigned to users. 

[0035] The management of a composite document in multi-user mode proposed 
according to the embodiments of the present invention will be detailed more particularly in 
reference to FIG. 5. 

[0036] The view in FIG. 5 corresponding to the display devices 60 in FIG. 2 is an 
example of the interface offered to the user. The processing unit transmits to the display 
manager 50 the class instances 43 defining a document including a class instances content 
pointer, a level indicator and methods as detailed below. The display manager 50 is arranged 
to enable the display of a tree diagram 1 10 in a joint manner in a part 101 of the window 100 
and display/input zones with tabs 1 12 in a part 102 of the window 100, these zones 
corresponding to the contents of the class instances existing in a part of the tree diagram and 
the content pointer enabling the display of a zone from the tree diagram. 
[0037] In a particular embodiment of the present invention, the processing unit 40 only 
allows the document to be displayed if the user has a right to display this document. The 
display is effected using a display method among the methods 45 in FIG. 3. 
[0038] The display manager 50 enables a toolbar 104 to be displayed including icons 
corresponding to processing actions available for the document displayed by the user. These 
actions include the possibility of saving changes made to a document, validating a tabbed 
display/input zone of the document, deleting information in the tabbed display/input zones of 
the document, conducting a dialogue with another user in a collaborative space, for example 
for the purpose of validating a document modified and validated by a first user. 
[0039] The processing unit authorizes the display manager to activate these toolbar icons 
according to the rights of the user concerned for this document in a given space. These rights 
are looked up by the rights manager 70 in FIG. 2. In addition, the processing unit transmits 
to the display manager 50 the document instance 43 including the methods corresponding to 
the actions available to a user on this document. Thus, depending on the rights of the 
document user, the methods will include in a non-limitative manner a method to display, a 
method to validate, a method to delete, a method to preview, and a method to dialogue, in the 
case of the document instance shown in FIG. 5. 

[0040] On request by a user wishing to access a document, the processing unit verifies, 
via the rights manager, the user's rights to access the documents. Where access is possible, 
the processing unit retrieves the document data using the databases 3 1 and 34. Using this 
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data, the processing unit utilizes appropriate classes to build a tree diagram of the document, 
on one hand, and to build a set of tabbed display/input zones and assign them to the various 
nodes of the tree diagram. On transmittal of this data from the processing unit to the display 
manager, the latter displays both the tree diagram and tabbed display/input zones in a joint 
manner on the display device 60. In the event of a user action on one of the components of 
the window 100, this action is dynamically processed by the processing unit using the 
appropriate classes. 

[0041] In reference to FIG. 5, a displayed document will be detailed below by way of 
example. 

[0042] This presents a view of a set of class instances defining a particular document 
corresponding to a specification for a consumer product. 

[0043] The tree diagram 1 10 provides an outline view of the specification for the 
consumer product concerned. This tree diagram includes, in a descending hierarchy, different 
levels including one or more nodes. A document 121 includes chapters 122 at a level directly 
below. A chapter can include one or more sections 123 at a level directly below, and a section 
can include one or more sub-sections 1 24 at a level directly below, and these can in turn 
include one or more sub-sub-sections 125. Each level includes a level indicator. In the 
example shown, various square symbols denote the document, a square denotes the chapter, 
various circles denote the sections, a circle denotes the sub-sections, and a star denotes the 
sub-sub-sections. Advantageously, the level indicators can change color under certain 
conditions, in particular depending on a validation status. In another embodiment, these level 
indicators can appear under certain conditions, depending on a validation status for example. 
[0044] The part 102 of the window 100 includes different display/input zones 1 12 with 
tabs 1 14. Thus, when a node of the tree diagram is activated by the user, different tabs appear 
in the part 102, and one of the tabbed display/input zones appears on the screen. Depending 
on the user's rights in relation to the document displayed, the tabbed display/input zones will 
be in read-only mode or in write mode. In the example tabbed display/input zone in FIG. 5, 
the user can write, modify and select information in appropriate input fields. In the example 
in FIG. 5, an identification tab 117 corresponding to the product file chapter 122 in the tree 
diagram includes different input fields 1 1 5 enabling the product to be identified. In this 
example, these fields include a generic name field 1 15-1, a commercial name field 115-2, a 
format field 115-4 in which a user selects a quantity of predefined products, and a field 1 1 5-3 
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in which the user selects a product marketing country. Each tabbed display/input zone 
includes a button 1 1 6 for validation of the zone by the user. 

[0045] When a user validates a zone, this zone validation status is managed dynamically 
by the display manager which modifies the zone display concerned according to its validation 
status. When each tabbed display/input zone corresponding to a node is validated by a user, 
the display manager modifies the display of at least one zone and the corresponding node in 
the tree diagram. The modification of a zone display can consist in include changing the 
background color of the zone, the modification of a node display can consist in include 
changing the color or shape of the level indicator of the corresponding node. Of course, other 
embodiments can be envisaged according to the present invention, such as changing the color 
or typeface of the node name in the tree diagram. 

[0046] In the case of a node defined by a set of nodes at a lower level, the display 
manager, based on level indicators indicating a validated status for each lower-level node, is 
designed to cause this validated status to rise to the higher-level node by changing the display 
of the level indicator of the higher-level node. In addition, validation of the next higher node 
is activated if all of the lower nodes are activated. These functions are performed dynamically 
by the display manager. 

[0047] For validation by a user, it is also possible to validate a node at a level given so 
that all of the nodes at lower levels are validated. Thus, a document can be validated in its 
entirety by performing the validation at the document node level. When the whole of the 
document is validated, the processing tool authorizes signature of the entire document by a 
user with the corresponding signature rights using the sign button 1 1 7. The processing unit 
computes a Hash function of the original document and creates a new XML document, 
containing this Hash function, to be signed thereby preserving this signature document. The 
processing unit will only provide the signature method to the display manager if the user 
concerned has the right to sign. If this method is provided to the display manager, the latter 
displays a signed icon that can be activated by the user concerned. The signature is then 
verified by the processing unit associated with the LDAP directory. 
[0048] In the example of user rights and roles in FIG. 4, it will be noted that only an 
author and an editor can validate a document and only a signatory can sign this document. 
Thus, once an editor has validated all of the documents, he/she can talk to a signatory using 
the dialogue icon on the toolbar 104 and ask for the document to be signed. The dialogue 
concerns all users with dialogue rights whatever the status of the document and whichever 
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workspace is involved. In a general manner, the functions offered by the server platform 
enable a specification for a given product to be drawn up between a distributor and a supplier. 
In the case of a document to be validated by different users (such as a supplier, an agent, a 
distributor) it can be useful to specify, on the nodes of the tree diagram, the user or users who 
have validated sections, chapters or the entire document. When the document is signed by 
one of the users, i.e. when the newly created XML document is signed, this indication can be 
carried by the document title in the tree diagram for example. These indicators will therefore 
be known to each user able to display the document. 

[0049] It is clear that the embodiments of the present invention relate[[s]] to the functions 
of the processing unit tool cooperating with the rights manager and the display manager, the 
display manager functions utilizing the data from a document provided by the processing unit 
and corresponding to the actions of a user on a displayed document. 

[0050] When a user wishes to display a document on the display device, the processing 
unit retrieves the specification, chapter, section and sub-section data corresponding to a set of 
class instances including, for each class, methods enabling the validation status of the 
specification, chapters, sections and sub-sections, and of the corresponding tabs, to be 
retrieved. 

[0051] The processing unit is capable of using this specification, chapter and section data 
to construct an XML type data flow reflecting the validation status of the document and the 
appearance of the tree diagram. This XML data flow generation is accomplished on the basis 
of suitable classes. The processing tool is also adapted to generate an HTML data flow from 
the XML flow. 

[0052] The embodiments of the present invention [[is]] are not limited to the 
embodiments described herein but extend[[s]] to all other variants as understood by a person 
of ordinary skill in the art . 
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